
31x Shell Removal Guide 

This is a guide to help you remove the outer shells of a 31x. It is based on my experience and observations. YMMV, 

yada, yada, yada. Be careful and take your time. It would probably be best to pause the AIBO and remove the battery, 

as they can be rather difficult to disassemble while walking around.  

You will need a small Philips screwdriver #0 for the leg screws, and some of the smaller body screws. A slightly larger 

#1 or #2 is best for the larger screws in the head and body. It will also be helpful to have something non metallic to 

help get the head apart, and something like a toothpick to pop off the microphone grilles should you wish to remove 

them as well. 

¢ƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭŜƎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ where they go. Take out the two screws and 

the two parts will open. There are also two tabs which fit into two holes and hook them together. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘǎ ǿƘŀǘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƙard 

ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ Remove the two screws from the lower legs. The three parts are somewhat clipped 

together by hooks on each. There are tabs on both sides and slots all around. With little posts that fit into the inner 

leg, and two sets of tabs on top. 

 

  



They are snapped together and tend to want to stay that way. However once you get the first pice free, they will just 

Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƎŜther 

are located. 

 

Remove four screws from the lower body shell and lift it off. The upper body shell also has four screws plus two clips 

in the middle. You will have to pull the sides of the shell out a little to free these clips. 

 

Remove the ears by pulling them off of the two little posts they piviot on.

  



There are two screws for the head and two plastic hooks near the neck. Be careful as there is also a wire connecting 

the rear part to the inner head. The screws can be pretty tight as AIBO fasteners go. 

 

This is also where the sliding guards for the head and body run. You can leave all of them attached to the neck. As 

well as the large neck ring. The rubber part may be removed by slightly stretching it over the big collar ring. 

 

A wire plugs in for the horn light and microphones. It pulls right out. 

 



To remove the head shells from the inner portion, use something non metalic to slide in between the two parts an 
pop the little clips that hold them together. A guitar pick works well for this. You have to keep pressure between the 
two or they will pop right back together. Pry out slightly and you will feel them release. There are six on each half. 
 

 

  



Do the same thing for the other half. 

 

The microphone grilles are just clipped on. Pop them off with a small tool or a toothpick. 

 

  



The eyes for the 31L and the mouth insert for the 311 and 312 are just pushed over some small posts. They will pop 

right off. 

 

The eyes for the 311 and 312 are held in with a combination of sticky tape and a small tab on the edge. There is a 

whole behind them where using a straightened paperclip, you can carefully push them out. Apply slow steady 

pressure. I hope this is helpful. I will try to update this later with more details when I finish my next 31x project AIBO. 

Special note: AIBO will not boot with the little head board unplugged. However there is room inside the inner head to 

place it in there if your project requires that.  ;) 

 

 

Rambozo with help from;  

    

Zsa Zsa The Gimp ???? ????? ????? 

 


